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Nature and Dignity of Churches 

ñThrough his death and resurrection, Christ became the true and perfect temple of the New Covenant 

and gathered together a people to be his own. 

This holy people, made one as the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are one, is the Church, that is, the  

temple of God built of living stones, where the Father is worshipped in spirit and truth. 

Rightly, then, from early times ñchurchò has also been the name given to the building in which the 

Christian community gathers to hear the word of God, to pray together, to receive the sacraments, and 

to celebrate the eucharist. 

Because the church is a visible building, it stand as a special sign of the pilgrim Church on earth and 

reflects the Church dwelling in heaven. 

When a church is erected as a building destined solely and permanently for assembling the people of 

God and for carrying out sacred functions, it is fitting that it be dedicated to God with a solemn rite, in 

accordance with the ancient custom of the Church.ò 

- from A Dedication of Church No.1-2 

 

History 

The fourth bishop of San Angelo, Joseph A. Fiorenza, established St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish on 

August 1, 1982, and named Fr. James P. Bridges as its founding pastor.  The parish was in distant 

northeast Odessa, and streets to the site were not yet complete.  A parish office and priestôs residence 

was purchased on Candy Lane and the congregationôs first masses were celebrated at nearby Blanton 

Elementary School.  Later, St. Barnabas Episcopal Church welcomed the congregation and masses 

were celebrated in their church for three years.  Then on Christmas Day 1985, St. Elizabethôs new 

church was ready for its first mass.  In May 1986, Bishop Michael D. Pfeifer, OMI formally dedicated 

the church, the first time he had done so. 

Parish events soon taxed the congregationôs limited facilities, so despite its debt, the parish quickly set 

about adding the Family Center consisting of a hall, parlor and kitchen.  It was completed in 1990. 

On July 1, 1996 Fr. Mark J. Woodruff was appointed as St. Elizabethôs second pastor.  The parish 

needed classroom space for its expanding CCD and RCIA programs, and the parish offices needed to 

be relocated closer to the church, so another building program began.  The Office and Education 

Building was completed in August 1999.  A courtyard around a beautiful fountain united the parishôs 

three buildings, making the parish one of the most beautiful and well-planned church complexes in 

Texas. 

After the Office and Education building debt was paid in 2007, another project began, the planning of 

a building dedicated to youth  activities.  The Hollice & Sylvia Clark Youth Building and the Molina 

Fellowship Pavilion were completed in 2011, making St. Elizabethôs one of the few parishes with a 

separate building dedicated to the youth.  
                 Cont. om the last page    

GUIDELINES FOR THE RECEPTION OF COMMUNION 
 
 

FOR CATHOLICS 

As Catholics, we fully participate in the celebration of the Eucharist when we receive Holy  
Communion. We are encouraged to receive Communion devoutly and frequently. In order to be 
properly disposed to receive Communion, participants should not be conscious of grave sin and  
normally should have fasted for one hour. A person who is conscious of grave sin is not to receive the 
Body and Blood of the Lord without prior sacramental confession except for a grave reason where 
there is no opportunity for confession. In this case, the person is to be mindful of the obligation to 
make an act of perfect contrition, including the intention of confessing as soon as possible (canon 
916). A frequent reception of the Sacrament of Penance is encouraged for all. 

 

FOR OUR FELLOW CHRISTIANS 

 
We welcome our fellow Christians to this celebration of the Eucharist as our brothers and sisters. We 
pray that our common baptism and the action of the Holy Spirit in this Eucharist will draw us closer to 
one another and begin to dispel the sad divisions which separate us. We pray that these will lessen and 
finally disappear, in keeping with Christ's prayer for us "that they may all be one" (Jn 17:21). 

Because Catholics believe that the celebration of the Eucharist is a sign of the reality of the oneness of 
faith, life, and worship, members of those churches with whom we are not yet fully united are  
ordinarily not admitted to Holy Communion. Eucharistic sharing in exceptional circumstances by  
other Christians requires permission according to the directives of the diocesan bishop and the  
provisions of canon law (canon 844 Ä4). Members of the Orthodox Churches, the Assyrian Church of 
the East, and the Polish National Catholic Church are urged to respect the discipline of their own 
Churches. According to Roman Catholic discipline, the Code of Canon Law does not object to the 
reception of Communion by Christians of these Churches (canon 844 Ä3). 

FOR THOSE NOT RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION 

All who are not receiving Holy Communion are encouraged to express in their hearts a prayerful  
desire for unity with the Lord Jesus and with one another. 

 

FOR NON-CHRISTIANS 

We also welcome to this celebration those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ. While we  
cannot admit them to Holy Communion, we ask them to offer their prayers for the peace and the unity 
of the human family. 

 

É 1996, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 



The Most Reverend Michael J. Sis 

Sixth Bishop of the Diocese of San Angelo 

When an anonymous donor paid the million dollar debt remaining from the construction of the youth 

building in 2012, the parish began the planning of the expansion of the existing church.  Even before 

ground was broken for the original church in the early 1980ôs, parishioners knew it would be too 

small for the parishôs long term needs.  Over the years, eight major housing developments and about 

as many apartment complexes have been constructed within the parish boundaries, thanks to Odessaôs 

ever growing economy.  By the parishôs 25th anniversary the need for more seating in the church was 

becoming critical.  The original church held 550, a church that could hold over 1,000 was needed. 

In July 2016, following a very successful capital campaign with the theme Making Room for All, San 

Angeloôs sixth bishop, Michael J. Sis, came to Odessa to bless the outline of the new addition and 

break ground.  Parish masses were moved to the hall which was called The Chapel of the Risen Lord 

because of the statue on the outside of the building.  For about eighty weekends, parishioners  

courageously sat on folding chairs and stood during the Eucharistic Prayer instead of kneeling. About 

thirty-five brides wed in less than ideal setting, and baptisms, funerals, and other religious activities 

took place in the makeshift setting.  The parishioners took it in stride, knowing that a little sacrifice 

was sometimes necessary.  After all, the charter members of the parish had endured mass at Blanton 

in the early days. 

On January 14, 2018 the expanded church that seats 1,100 was dedicated by Bishop Michael J. Sis.  

The campus of St. Elizabethôs is one of the most beautiful and ample catholic church buildings in 

west Texas, a church that will keep making room for all generations. 



Reverend Mark Woodruff 

Pastor 

Concluding Rite 
 

Blessing and Dismissal 

Recessional Song 



Rite of Dedication 
Solemn Entrance 

 

Greeting of the People           Bishop Michael J. Sis 

Brief Address             Bishop Michael J. Sis 

 

 

Handing Over of the Church to the Bishop 

Dan Hollman, David Boutin, Drew Crutcher, Blas Campos Sr. and those who have been  

engaged in the construction of the new church hand the keys to Bishop Sis, and he, in turn, 

asks Fr. Mark Woodruff, to whom pastoral care of the parish has been entrusted, to open the 

door.  When the door is unlocked, the bishop invites the people to enter the church. 

 

Procession into the Church  (music on following page) 

 

 

Inauguration of the Place of the Reservation of the Blessed Sacrament 

Prayer after Communion 


